Good evening. I am Ainsley Reiser, 2010 Miss Champaign County Fair Queen and a proud graduate of St. Thomas School. I was honored when Mrs. Roche asked me to speak to you about my experience at St. Thomas and how it has molded me into the person I am today. 
I’ve been a student in a Catholic school environment the majority of my life beginning as a first grader at St. Thomas and graduating from The High School of Saint Thomas More. I now attend the University of Illinois majoring in communications and reside at Newman Hall. I was very excited to learn this wonderful school has preschool and kindergarten now. I’m confident if St. Thomas had pre-school when I was that age, my experience here would have begun as a three-year old versus a six-year old. 
My memories of St. Thomas School make me warm inside. I remember wonderful people like Sister Peggy, Mrs. Deters, Mrs. Carmien, Mrs. Reinhart, Mr. Aimone, Miss North, Mrs. Farney, Mr. Menke, Mr. Hough and Fr. Steve. I remember our musical “Annie”, the talent show, grandparents day, trips to Skateland, the 49ers were Mrs. Lafenhagen’s favorite football team, science fairs, practicing spelling words with shaving cream, working with my classmates to clean the lunch tables, Mrs. Farney’s English classes, NOT having to pack my lunch because Monical’s was being delivered, making friends, and graduating from 8th grade. What a moment that was – a respectful and dignified celebration, and a proud moment for my family and me.  

It’s easy to discuss the high quality of education I received from St. Thomas. When I graduated from 8th grade and began high school at St. Thomas More, I was prepared for the next level. Even though St. Thomas didn’t offer Spanish, which seemed to be a discussion point back in my day, as a freshman at STM, I didn’t miss a beat. I successfully completed four years of Spanish in high school and now participate in an annual mission trip to Honduras where Spanish is the language.  As a freshman at the University of Illinois, writing papers (and there are a lot of them!) comes easy. I have to credit Mrs. Farney for my outstanding writing and speaking abilities, and I know my brother, Clayton, does, too. 
St. Thomas School is the best kept secret in Champaign County. It’s the jewel located in the center of the universe. It’s a place where you not only learn reading, writing and arithmetic, you learn about respect for self, respect for others, community service, leadership, and the importance of faith in your life, which seems to be lost in so many today. St. Thomas School is an environment that fosters faith, friendship and fun, and I am grateful to my parents for placing me here. 
St. Thomas provides an optimal environment for young people to develop into teenagers who believe in doing the right thing. . .teenagers who defend what they believe to be good. . .who will not forfeit their character or hurt their fellow man. St. Thomas School molds this type of teenager through friendship, kindness, morality, and involving God in our everyday lives. St. Thomas gives us a chance to develop into the individual we were intended to be – a person of faith, values, kindness, and character. This. . .is why I believe in St. Thomas School.  It represents everything that is good.
There’s always talk about the rigorous grading scale, and I’d like to share my thoughts on that. The grading scale always encouraged me to try harder. Grades serve the purpose of a goal. If you want an “A”, you study hard to get that “A”. If no extra effort is needed, less effort is put forth. The grading scale sets a standard of excellence – something for which we should all strive. I’m grateful to St. Thomas for promoting excellence and not settling for mediocrity. . .for encouraging me to try just a little harder and, above all, to always do my best. 
St. Thomas School set the stage for me to develop excellent study habits, to learn the importance of setting goals, to be excited about helping my classmates, to appreciate being part of a team, to remember God each and every day, and to always remain humble.

I credit my success in high school and as a second semester student at the University of Illinois to St. Thomas School. This past weekend, I competed in Springfield for the Miss Illinois County Fair Queen title. I’m thrilled to have been named to the Top 12, and though it would have been wonderful to walk away with another crown, I walked away with an experience of a lifetime. I put my best foot forward each and every moment, always humbled by the 65 other beautiful young ladies who were competing. I worked hard. I put my study habits in high gear to educate myself about agriculture in Illinois. I had to be quick on my feet to answer impromptu questions on stage. I had to exude a calm confidence and have faith that God was walking right alongside me as I modeled that swimsuit in front of 1,500 people! And to top of my experience, I was notified on Tuesday that I’m the recipient of the Woman of Distinction Award, and I am truly honored. 
My experience at St. Thomas molded me into the person I am today – a confident individual of character and integrity with morals and a strong work ethic. Maybe you’re questioning why you’re sending your child to St. Thomas OR maybe you’re questioning whether you should send your child to St. Thomas. If you are one of those parents, I can tell you without a doubt this is the place you want your child to grow and learn. It represents everything good in life. We little people grow up and leave home, and we must be prepared to work hard to achieve our goals, be accountable for the mistakes we make, and ask God for the strength to make the right decisions. I’m able to do that, because thanks to St. Thomas School, it’s the only thing I know. 

I quote, “through the highest educational standards that seek to address the intellectual, spiritual, and physical needs of every child.” And, what is this? This is St. Thomas Catholic School—the school that built me. . .thank you.
